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ne SR in Congreſs. to the Lahe 
tants of Great Britain, 
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5 HE only gelen! in \ colledting BE publith- 
5 ing together the following Papers, is to 
8555 the good People of England, a true Idea 8 
"ow he Principles' and Aims of their Brethren of 
America, and to confute, by their authentic 


Declaration, the Calumnies of their Enemies, 
wih not content with attributing to them Mo- 
Nies, which they not only diſclaim but * 
Have the Effrontery wants 10 brand them a 
el Accufers. . 1 


fkueſe addreſſes. Ke ee n 


= : þ eak- ſo plainly, and ſo eloquently for: them . 


AW + Does, that to attempt to add to their force, 
1 175 5 be diminiſhing it, we therefore leave the 
\ eandid Readers to reffect on The Principle and 
1 9 Atgument they contain, convinced that ſuch 
Reflections cannot but produce in his Mind an 
> >: entire approbation of the conduct of his fellow | 
3 Subjects 1 in America 8 jects Me — N odff 
and of as Genuine Revolution principles as * 
Inhabitants of this wide extended ae 
'Whintdves: Effect this abliation”” may 
duce, the Publiſhers diſclaim all other Views 
| Han a lobe of LATE and their * 
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" Lonkon Abet, 


To the PUBLIC. 


| HE LONDON ASSOCIATION, united 
1 for the noble Purpoſe of oppoſing the Inroads 
of Tyranny, and vindicating their own Rights in 
Connexion with thoſe of their Fellow-SubjeQs in 
every Part of the Britiſh Empire, think it their 
|| indiſpenſable Duty, during the preſent alarming 4 
8 Attempts upon the Liberties of America, to open 
the Eyes of the Nation; and while a baſe and 
I oppreſſive Miniſtry employ the infamous Arts f 
Calumny and Falſhood to blacken a virtuous, a 
brave, and loyal People, they hold it right to la 
-—  { _ TRUTH before the Public, and appeal to the | 
7 3 Dees 
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Determination of every true Ftiend to the Intereſts 
ankind. 


of his Country, and the Happineſs of! 
With theſe Views N they now republiſh the Ad- 


dreſſes of the American Congreſs, in which the 
Cauſe of Truth, Liberty, and Humanity is fo 
ably, fo eloquently pleaded, as to force Con- 


viction upon every unprejudiced Mind, and make 


every generous Breaſt glow with equal Reſentment 


of their Wrongs, and Ardour for their Cauſe. 


To irritate the Inhabitants of theſe Kingdoms | 


againſt our American Brethren, to diſpoſe us to 
Second their. 'unjuſt' and cruel Invaſion of that 


Liberty to which the Coloniſts 'as Men and as 


our Fellow- Subjects have an indubitable Claim, an 
oppreſſive Adminiſtration have found it neceſſary 
to change their Battery, to ſubſtitute furious In- 
vectrve for ſound Argument, and to inflame our 


- » Paſſions where they could not convince eur Reaſon. 


For this Purpoſe the Americans have been 
branded with the moſt opprobrious Epithets, and 


loaded with the falſeſt Accuſations: But there is a 


Cowardice in this Conduct that muſt render. their 
Accuſers deſpicable in the judgment of liberal 


Minds. Secure in the Protęction of a corrupt 


Majority, they think every Obligation of Truth 


and Humanity may be violated with Impunity, 5 


while all the Vengeance of deſperate Wickedneſs 


would be called forth to injure ſuch as, with [| 
Juſtice on their Side, might dare to retort the diſ- 


graceful Appellation of Traitors upon thoſe who 


are guilty of the blackeſt Treaſon that can be per- 


petratedTregſon againſt the Conſtitution. 


N 
. 
* 
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It is confidently aſſerted by Adminiſtration and 
1 ſervile Adherents, that the Americans aĩmed at 
being independent of the Crown of Great Britain. 
This Aſſertion is as groundleſs in the Foundation, 
as it is. infamous in the. Intention: The following 
Papers clearly evince its abſolute Falſhood; they 


ſpeak the Language of Subjects who, while they 


claim the Privileges ſecured to them at the Revo- 
lution, are as truly loyal to our King, and as firmly 


attached to our Conſtitution, as any Inhabitants of - 


this wide extended Empire. 


Wpence can we obtain the real Sentiments of 


a People, unleſs from their own Declarations, 


_ eſpecially when they have ſupported them by a 


pgs 2ourſe of Action, and ſealed the Truth of 
them with their Blood Let Reaſon and Juſtice de- 
termine whether ſuch Declarations are not infinitely 


more worthy of Credit, than the Aſſertions of a 


Miniſtry, who, endeavouring to gain the Summit 


of Oppreſſion, have been compelled to tread the 


Paths of Falſhood; whoſe infamous Purpoſes, 


being the Exertion of unjuſt and tyrannical Power, 
can only be attained by the Means of Fraud and 


Violence, Whatever. ſuch an Adminiſtration, or 
its corrupt Dependents, may affirm to the contrary, 
it is certain that the Americans conſider their own 
Intereſts and that of Great Britain as interwoven 
with each other, and, like ihe Gordian Knot, only 


to be IP by the Sword, 


Every one, who values the Bleflings of 


our excellent Conſtitution, is concerned in the 
— hs Event of 'this important Struggle for Liberty.—— 

The Colonies are maintaining not only their own 
_ cauſe, but ours allo; for ſhould the Miniſtry un- 


Bere, 


8 


141 
ha ppily ſacceed in overturning their Rights, they 


will be encouraged to attack ors; and the Sword 
of Oppreſſion, reeking with the Blood of Americans, 


civil and Fegious Liberty in Great ne 5 
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will be pointed at the Boſom of every Friend to 


JJC ̃ ͤ⁰¼ . etc eras da at: i.e: 
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_ attempted to effect their cruel and 


June of our Cauſe. 


The following is 4 DECLARATION by the REPRE- 
SENTATIVES of the UNITED COLONIES of - 


Nong ruh AMERica, now met in GENERAL CON- 


%. b 
a A 2 
. 
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. .GRESS. at Philadelphia, ſetting: forib as eee f 


" * their nn up A e 4 


r. it was poſſible for Men, — e _ 
believe that the Divine Author of our Bxiftence imend- 


xy Mat - 5 
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ed a Part of the human Race to hold an abſolute Pro- 


perky in, and an unbounded: Power over others, marked 


out by his infinite Goodneſs and Wiſdom, as the Objects 


of a legal Domination, never rightfully reſiſtible, however 


ſevere and oppreſſive, the Inhabitants of theſe Colonies 


might at: leaſt require from the Parliament of Great Bris 


tain. ſome Evidence, that th dreadful Authority 


them has. been granted to that Body. But a Reverence : 
for our Great Creator, Principles of Humanity, and the 


Dictates of Common Senſe, muſt convince all thoſe ho 


reflect upon the Subject, that Government was inſtituted 


to promote the Welfare of Mankind; and ought to! be 


adminiſtered for the Attainment of that End. (ry ang 


giſlature of Great Britain, however ſtimulated by un ns 
ordinate Paſſion for a Power not only unjuſtifiable, h 


which they know to be peculiarly teprobated by the very 


Conſtitution of that Kingdom, and deſperate of ſucceſs 
in any Mode of Conteſt; where Regard ſhould be hae 


to Truth, Law, or Right, have at length, deſerting thoſe; 
umpolitic Purpoſe of 


enſlaving theſe Colonies by Violence, and have thereby 
rendered it neceſſary for us to cloſe with their laſt Appeal 
from Reaſon to Arms. Vet, however blinded that Aſſem : 
bly may be, by their intemperate Rage for unlimited 
Domination, ſo to ſlight Juſtice and the Opinion of 

Mankind, we eſteem: ourſelves bound by Obligations of 


Reſpect to the reſt of the Worlds: to make Ran the 


Our Forefathers, nne of tis Iſland: je” 2 


Ba left their Native Land, to ſeek on theſe Shores a 
Reſidence for Civil and Religious Freedom. At the Ex- 


pence - of their Blood, at the Hazard of their Fortunes, 


without the leaſt Charge to the Country from which they- - 


removed, by unceaſing Labour, and an unconquerable 


N 2 they e effected — in the diſtant and in- 5 % 
1 _ hoſpitable. 
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Hhoſpitable Wilds of America, then filled with numerous 


ments, veſted witch perfect Legiſlatures, were formed un- 


| dom from which they derived their Origin. The mutual 
Benefits of this Union became in a ſhort Time ſo extraor- 

__ dinary,* as to excite Aſtoniſhment. It is univerſally con- 

| feſſed, that the amazing Increaſe of the Wealth, Strength, 
and Navigation of the Realm, aroſe from this Source; and 
the Miniſter who ſo wiſely and ſucceſsfully directed the 


clared, that theſe Colonies enabled her to triumph over her 
Enemies. Towards the Conclufion of that War it pleaſed 
our Sovereign to make a Change in his Counſels. Fron 
that fatal Moment the Affairs of the Britiſh Empire began 
to fall into Confuſion, and gradually ſliding from the Sum- 
mit of glorious Proſperity, to which they had been advanc- 
ed by the Virtues and Abilities of one Man, are at length 
diſtracted by the Convulſions that now ſhake it to its 
deepeſt Foundations. The new Miniſtry finding the brave 
Foes of Britain, tho frequently defeated, yet ſtill contend- 
ing, took up the unfortunate Idea of granting them a 
haſty Peace, and of then ſubduing ber faithful Friends. 


State, as to preſent Victories without Bloodſhed, and all 
the eaſy Emoluments of Statuteable Plunder. The un- 
interrupted Tenor of their peaceable and reſpectful Be- 


ful, zealous, and uſeful Services during the War, though 
is , ſo recently and amply acknowledged in the moſt ho- 
7 nourable Manner, by his Majefty, by the late King, and 


Innovations. Parliament was influenced to adopt the 
pernicious Project, and aſſuming a new Power over 
them, have, in the courſe of Eleven Years given ſuch 
decifive Specimens of the Spirit and Conſequences at- 
tending this Power, as to leave no Doubt concerning the 
Effects of Acquieſcence under it. They have under- 
Aaken to give and grant our Money without our Conſent, 
ough we have ever exerciſed an excluſive Right to diſ- 


WS, poſe of our own Property. Statutes have been Paſſed for 


and warlike Nations of Barbarians. Societies. or Govern- 


der Charters from the Crown, and an harmonious Inter- 
courſe was eſtabliſhed between the Colonies and the Kings) 


*” a 3 „ ee * 


Meaſures of Great Britain in the late War, publickly de- 


Theſe devoted Colonies were judgedꝭ to be in fuch a 


haviour from the beginning of Colonization, their duti- 


by Parliament, could not ſave them from the meditated 
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FRV 
extending the Juriſdiction of Courts of Admiralty and 
Vice-Admiralty beyond their antient Limits, for depriv- 
ing us of the accuſtomed and. ineftimable Privilege of 
Trial by Jury, in Caſes affecting both Life and Proper- 
ty; for ſuſpending the Legiſlature of one of the Colo- 
dies; for interdicting all Commerce of another; and for 


alter ing fundamental ly. the Form of Government R elta- 


bliſhed by Charter, and ſecured by Acts of its on le- 
giſlature ſolemnly con firmed by the Croun; for Exempt- 
ing the Murderers” of Coloniſts from Legal Trial, 
and in effect, from Puniſniment, for execting in a neigh- 
bouring Province, acquired by the joint Arms of Great 
Britain and America, a Deſpotiſm dangerous to our very 


Exiſtence: and for quartering Soldiers upon the Coloniſts 
in Time of profound Peace. It has alſo been Reſolved 


in Parliament that Coloniſts charged with commit- 


be tried. tatig io ine ary qi ae 11 36 

But Why ſhould: we enumerate our Injuries in detai!?ꝰ 
By one Satute it is declared, that Parliament can 
Right make laws to bind us in all > Caſes whatſoever,” 
What is to defend us againſt ſo enormous, ſo unlimited 
a Power ? Not a ſingle Man of thoſe who aſſume it, is 
choſen by us, or is ſubject to our Controul or Influence: 
but on the contrary, they are all of them exempt from 
the Operation of ſuch Laws, and an American Reve- 

nue, if not diverted from the oſtenſible F urpoſes. fox 
which it is raiſed, would actually lighten their o-] ·r 


burdens in proportion, as they increale outs. We ſaw 


the Miſery to which ſuch Deſpotiſm would reduce us. 
We for Ten Vears inceſſantly and ineffect ually beſieged 
the Throne as Supplicants; we Reaſoned, we Remon- 


ſtrated with Parliament in the moſt mild and decent 


Language. But Adminiſtration, ſenſible that we ſhould 
regard theſe oppreſſive Meaſutes as Freemen ought. to 
do, ſent over Fleets and Armies to enforce them. The 


Indignation of the Americans was rouſed it is true; but 


it was the Indignation of a virtuous, loyal and affecti- 
onate People. A Congreſs of Delegates from the United 
Colonies, was aſſembled at Philadelphia, on the gth 
Day of. laſt September. We Reſolved again to offer an 
Humble and Dutiful Petition to the King, my 
rn | reſle 
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 Frefled our inet: of Stent Britain. F 


ave”even proceeded to break off our Commercial In- 
be with our Fellow- Subjects, as the laſt 1 
Admonition; that our Attachment to no Nation u 
Earth ſhouid aſupplant our Attachment to Liberty. 
This, we flatter ourſelves, was the ultimate Step of the 
Controverſy: But ſubſequent Events have ſhewn, how 
vain was this —_ of dee ioderation 1 our: "Hes 
mien. 125 4 ep 20 

Several threatening Expreidus: eint the Coloties 
were inſerted in his Majeſty's' Speech. Our Petition, 
though we were told it was a decent one, that his Ma- 
jeſty had been pleaſed to receive it graciouſly, and to 
promiſe laying it before his Parliament, was huddled 
into both Houſes -amongſt a Bundle of American Pa- 


rs, and there neglected. The Lords 2 Commons, 


in their Addreſs, in the Month of February, ſaid, that 
* a Rebellion at that Time actually exiſted within: the 
Province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay; and — thoſe concern- 
ed in it, had been Countenanced and Encouraged by un- 
awful Combinations and Engagements, entered into by 
his. Majeſty's Subjects in ſeveral of the other Colonies; 


and therefore they beſought his Majeſty that he would 


take the moſt effectual Meaſures to enforce due Obedi- 
_ ence to the Laws and Authority of the Supreme Legifla- 


ture.” Soon after the commercial Intercourſe of whole 


Colonies, with foreign Countries and with each other, 
was cut off by an Act of Parliament; by another; ſeveral 
of them were intirely prohibited from the Fiſheries in 


the Seas near their Coaſts, on which they always de- 


pended for their Suſtenance; and large Reinforcements 
of Ships and . were g Ent your am. 


a3) Frujtleſywere all the Entreafiety Amo Fa Elo- 7 


- quence- of an illuſtrious Band of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Peers and Commoners, who nobly and firenuouſly 
aſſerted the Juſtice of our Cauſe, to ſtay or even to 


mitigate the heedlefs Fury with which theſe accumulated 
and unexampledOutrages were hurried on. Equally fruit- 
leſs was the ne ier of the Cit of ny of 


purſued every temperate, every reſpectful Meakivb 5 we 
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Taxations, where Colony ſhould bid againſt Colony, all 


of them uninformed wat Ranſom ſhould redeem their 
Lives, and; thus to extort from us at the Point of the 


Bayonet the unknoun Sums that ſhould be ſufficient to 


gratify, if poſſible to gratify, Miniſterial Rapacity, with! | 


the miſerable Indulgence left to us of raiſing in our own' 
Mode che preſcribed Tribute What Terms more rigid 
and humiliating could have been dictated by remorſeleſs 


Victors to conquered Enemies? In our ume, 


to accept them would be to deſerve them; | 
Soon after the Intelligence of theſe Proceedings arriv- 
ed on this Continent, General Gage, who in the courſe 


bf che laſt Year had taken Poſſeſſion of the Ton of 
Boſton, in the Province of Maſſachuſett's Bay, and ſtill 
occupied it as à Garriſon, on the 19th Day of Aprib_ 5 


ſent out from that Place a large Detachment vf his Army? 


who made an unprovoked Aſſault on the Inhabitants of f 


the ſaid Province, at the Town of Lexington, as ap- 
pears: by the Affidavits of a great Number of Perſons, 
ſome of. whom were Officers and Soldiers of that Detach- 


ment, murdered eight of the Inhabitants, and wounds | 
ed many others. From thence the Troops proceeded” in 


warlike Array, to the Town of Concord, where they; ſet 
upon another Party of the Inhabitants of the ſarite: N 


vince, killing ſeveral and wounding more, | untill . 
pelled to retreat by the Country People ſuddenly aſſem- 
bled to repel this cruel” Aggreſſion. Hoſtilities thus 
commenced by the Britiſh Troops, have been, fince pro- 


ſecuted by them without Regard to Faith or Reputa· 
tion. The Inhabitants of Boſton being confined within 
that Town by the General their Governor, and having 
in order to procure their Diſmiſſion entered into a Treaty 


with him, it was ſtipulated that the ſaid Inhabitants; 


having depoſited their Arms with their own Magiſtrates, 
ſhould have ne to depart, 


other Effects. They. accordingly delivered up their. 
Arms; but: in oper 


tions eſteem — 


le & overnor ' 


taking with them their 


Violation of Honour, in Defiance 
of the C oligation of Preaties, which even ſavage Na- 

| the Arms de- 
mo 28 er they mighy de Pon =_ 
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"their Owners,. to ae bs 1 Body of Soldicts 6! detain 


and .compelled the few who were permitted to retire to 
leave their maſt valuable Effects behind. 


By this: Perfidy/Wives-.are-ſeparated from their Huf. 


: bands, Children from their Parents, the Aged and the 
Sick from their Relations and Friends, who wiſn to at- 
tend and Comfort them; and thoſe who! have been uſed 


to live in Plenty, and even e are reduced to de- 5 


plorable Diſtreſs. t 

The General, further e his Miniſterial Maſters, | 
by a Proclamation, bearing Date on the 12th Day of June, 
after: venting the groſſeſt Falhood and Calumnies againſt 
the good People of theſe Colonies, proceeds to © declare 
them all, either by Name or deſcription to be Rebels and 
Traitors, to ſupercede the Courſe of the Common Law, 
and inftead: thereof to publiſh and order the Uſe and Ex- 
erciſe of the Law Martial.” — His Troops have butchered: 


our Countrymen;; bave wantonly burnt Charles Town, 
befides a conſiderable Number of houſes in other Places; 


our Ships and Veſitls are ſeized; the neceſſary Supplies 
of Proviſions are intercepted, and he is exerting his ut- 
moſt Power to ſpread Merino pee e _—_— 


lim. | 
We hehe received certain Intelligence, that C 


ano, the Governor of Canada, is inſtigating the — 


ple of that Province and the Indians to fall upon us; and 
we have but too much Reaſon to apprehend, that Schemes 
have been formed to excite domeſtic Enemies againſt us. 


In brief, a Part of theſe Colonies now feels, and all of them 
are ſure of feeling, as far as the Vengeance of Adminiſtra- 


tion can inflict them, the complicated Calamities of Fire, 


Sword and Famine. We are reduced to the Alternative of 
chuſing an unconditional Submiſſion to the Tyranny of ir- 


ritated Miniſters, or Reſiſtance by Force. The latter is our 
Choice. We have counted the Coſt of this Conteſt, and 
find nothing ſo dreadful as voluntary Slavery. Honour, 
Juſtice and Humanity forbid us tamely to ſurrender that 
Freedom which we received from our gallant; Anceſtors, 
and which our innocent Poſterity have Right to receive 
from us. We cannot endure the Infamy and Guilt of re- 
* {ucceeding generations to that Wretchedagis which 


in- 
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ed the — Part of the Inhabitants in the Town, 
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. ceaſe on the Part of the Aggreflors, and all Danger of their 


"FS 2 


0 | inevitably awaits them, if we baſely enrail herbditary bon- 


dage upon them. 

| Hor Cauſe is juſt: our Union is perfect! our internal 
reſourſes are great, and if neceſſary, foreign aſſiſtanee is 
undoubtedly attainable. We gratefully acknowledge, as 
ſingle 'nſtances of the Divine Favour towards us, that his 


Providence would not permit us to be called into this fe« 
vere Controverſy, until we were grown up to our preſent 


Strength, had been previouſly exerciſed in warlike Opera. 
tions, and poſſeſſed of the Means of defending ourſelves, 
With hearts fortified with theſe animating Reflections, we 
moſt ſolemnly before God and the World declare, that ex- 


erting the utmoſt. Energy of thoſe Powers, which our be- 


neficent Creator hath graciouſly beſtowed upon us, the 
Arms we have been compelled by our Enemies to aſſume, 


we will, in Defiance of every Hazard, with unabating Firm- 


neſs and Perſeverance, employ for the Preſervation of our 
Liberties, being with one Mind reſolved ro die I « » 
rather than to live Slaves. 

Leſt this Declaration ihould difquier the Miads-ofvur 
Friends and fellow Subjects in any Part of the Empite, we 
aſſure them, that we mean not to diffolve that Union whick 
has ſo long and ſo happily ſubſiſted between us, and which 
we fincerely with to fee reſtored. Neceſſity has not yet 
driven us into that deſperate Meaſure, or induced us to ex- 
cite any other Nation to war againſt them. We have not 
raiſed Armies with ambitious Deſigns of ſeparating from 
Great Britain, and eſtabliſhing independent States. We 


fight not for Glory or for Conqueſt, We exibit to Man- 


Kind the remarkable Spectacle of a People attacked by un- 
provoked Enemies, without any Imputation, of even Suſ- 
picion, of Offence. They boaſt of their Privileges and Ci- 


vilization, and yet proffer no milder Conditions than Ser 


vitude or Death. 


In our own native Land, in Defence of the Freeduny chat 
is our Birthright, and which we ever ebjoyed till the late 
Violation of it; for the Protection of our Property, ac- 
quired ſolely by the honeſt Induſtry of our Forefathers and 
ourſelves againſt Violence actually offered, we have taken 
up Arms: We ſhall lay them down when Hoſtilities hall 


being x renewed ſhall be removed, and not beſore. ; 
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ms to ce 8 of yout Atterican Brethren. 


22 10 1 1 
Wich an humble Confidence + in the Mereies of FACS 
preme and impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univetſe, we 


moſt devoutly implore his divine Goodneſs to conduct us 


happily. thro' this great Conflict, to diſpoſe our Adverſa- 
ries to Reconciliation on reaſonable Terms, and thereby to 
relieve the Em pire from the Calamities of Civil War. 
| By Order of Concrzss, . . - 
Jon HANCOCK, PRESIDENT. Fe, 
Atteſted, | 
CHARLES THOMPSON, srenxraur. 
„ee 05 6, 1775. 
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The TWELVE UNITED COLONIES, by their Dx- 
 LEGATES in CONGRESS, to the ISHABITANTS of Gn REAT 
B raw. c Tf 


Friends, Countrymen, aud "EIA 


* theſe, and by every other A Appellayion that may 
deſignate the Ties which bin Us to each other, we 


* 


entrant; your ſerious Attention to this our ſecond Attempt 


to prevent their Diſſolution. - Remembrance of former 
Friendſhips, Pride in the glorious Atchicvements of our 
common Anceftors, and Affection for the Heirs of their 
Virtues, have hitherto preſerved our mutual Connection. 
But when that Friendſhip is violated by the groſſeſt In- 
Juries, when the Pride of Anceſtry becomes our Reproach, 
and we are no otherwiſe allied than as Tyrants and Slaves, 
when reduced to the melancholy Alternative of renounc- 
ing your Favour or our Freedom, can we hefitate about 


the Choice? Let the Spirit of Britons determine. 


2 a former Addreſs we aſſerted our Rights, and ſtated 
the Injuries we had then received. We hoped that the 
Mention of our Wrongs would have rouſed that honeſt 
Jndignation Which has ſlept too long for your Honour, or 
the Welfare-of the Empire. But we have not been per- 
mitted to entertain this pleaſing Expectation ; every Day 
brought an Accumulation of Injuries, and the Invention 
of the Miniſtry has been conſtantly exerciſed: in add- 


A 


wy oy | f ar: 
| Aſter the moſt valuable Right of Legi 


| fringed, when the Powers aſſumed by your Parliament 


DW 
"IN el re hl 
"hs * 5 ; 
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in which we are not repreſented, and from our local and 


other Circumſtances cannot properly be repreſented, ren- 
dered our Property precarious. After being denied that 
Mode of Trial to which we have long been indebted for 
the Safety of our Perſons, and the Preſervation of our 
Liberties; after being in many Inſtances diveſted of thoſe 
Laws, which were tranſmitted to US by our common 
| Anceſtors, and ſuhjected to an arbitrary Code, compiled 
under the Auſpices of Roman Tyrants; after annulling 
thoſe Charters which encouraged our Predeceſſors to 
brave Death and Danger in every Shape on unknown. 


Seas, in Deſarts unexplored, amidſt barbarous and inho» 


ſpitable Nations! when, without the Form of Trial, 
without a public Accuſation, whole - Colonies were con- 
demned ; their Trade deſtroyed ; their Inhabitants im- 
poveriſhed. When Soldiers were encouraged to embrue 
their Hands in the Blood of Americans by Offers of Im- 
punity; when new Modes of Trial were inſtituted for the 
Ruin of the Accuſed, where the Charge carried with it 
the Horrors of Conviction ; when a deſpotic Government 
was eſtabliſhed in a neighbouring Province, and its Li- 
mits extended to every of our Frontiers, we little ima- 
gined that any thing could be added to this black Cata- 
logue of unprovoked Injuries ; but we have unhappily 
been deceived ; and the late Meaſures of the Britith mi- 
niſtry fully convince us, that their Object is the Reduc- 
tion of theſe Colonies to Slavery. and Ruin, | 
To confirm this Aflertion let us recal your Attention 
to the Affairs of America, ſince our laſt Addreſs; let us 
combat the Calumnies of our Enemies, and let us warn 
you of the Dangers that threaten. you in our Deſtruction. - 
Many of your Fellow-Subjects, whoſe Situation deprived 
them of other Support, drew their Maintenance from the 
Sea; but the Deprivation of our Liberty being inſufficient 
to ſatisfy the Reſentment of our Enemies, the Horrors 
of Famine- were ſuperadded, and a Britiſh Parliament, 
who, in better Times, were the Protectors of Innocence, 
and the Patrons of Humanity, have, without Diftin&ion 


of Ape or Sex, robbed Thouſands of the Food which 1 


they were accuſtomed to draw from that inexhauſtable 
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"wen placed in thei Neighbourhood by the benevolent 


Creator. | 


er Legions ifindwur Prim; an 


prohibits our Trade with any but thoſe States from whom 


the great Law of Self. preſervation renders it abſolutely 
neceſſary we ſhould at preſent withhold our Commerce. 


But this Act (whatever may have been its Defign) we 


conſider! rather as injurious to your Opulence than our 
Intereſt, All our Commerce terminates with you; and 


the Wealth we procure from other Nations is ſoon ex- 


changed for your Superfluicies, Our Remittances muſt 
then ceaſe with our Trade, and our Refinements with 
our Affluence. We truſt, however, that Laws which de- 
pr ve us of every Bleſſing but a Soil that teems with the 

eceſluries of Life, and that Liberty which renders the 
Enjoyment of them ſecure, will not relax our Vigour in 
their Defence, We might here obſerve on the Cruelty 


and Inconfiſtency of thoſe, who, while they publicly 


brand us with reproachful and unworthy Epithets, en- 
deavour to deprive us of the Means of Defence, and by 
their interpoſition with foreign Powers, to deliver us to 
the lawleſs Ravages of a mercileſs Soldiery. But hap- 
pily we are not without Reſources ; and though the 
timid and humiliating Applications of a Britiſh Minifty 


mould prevail with foreign N ations, yet Induſtry, prompted 


by Neceſſity, will not leave us without the neceſſary Supplies. 
We could with to go no further and, not to wound the 

5 7 of Humanity, leave untold thoſe rigorous Acts of 
Oppreſſion which are daily exerciſed in the Town of 
oſton, did we not hope, that by diſclaiming their Deeds 


and puniſhing the Perpetrators, you would ſhortly vin- | 
dicate the Honour of the Britiſn Name, and re-eſtabliſh 


the violated Laws of Juſtice, 
| That once populous, flouriſhing and commercial Town 


is now garriſoned by an Army ſent not to protect, but to 


enſlave its Inhabitants. The Civil Government is over- 
turned, and a Military Deſpotiſm erected upon its Ruins. 
Without Law, without Right, Powers are afſſumed un- 
known to the Conſtitution private Property is unjuſtly 
invaded—the Inhabitants daily fi ſubjected to the Licentiout- 


then of the Soldiery, are forbid to remove in Defiance of 


eir natural Rights, in Violation of the moſt ſolemn Com- 
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pacts.—01 it, after long and weariſome Solicitation, 2 
Pals i is procured, their Effects are detained, and even - a 


Who oi hed favouted have no Alternative but Poverty 


or Slavery. The Diſtreſs of many Thouſand People, 
wantonly deprived of the Neceſſaries of Life, is a Sub- 
ject on which we would not wiſh to enlarge. z 

Yet we cannot but obſerve, that a Britiſh Fleet (un- 
juſtified even by Acts of your Legiſlature) are daily em- 
ployed in ruining our Commerce, ſeizing our Ships, and 
depriving whole Communities of their Daily Bread. Nor 
will a regard for your Honour permit us to be ſilent, 
while Britiſh Troops ſully your Glory, by Actions, which 
the moſt inveterate Enmity will not palliate among Ck 
vilized Nations; the wanton and unneceflary Deſtruc» 
tioa of Charleſtown, a large, ancient, and once popu- 
Jous Town, juſt before deſerted by its Inhabitants, who 
had fled to avoid the Fury of your Soldiery, 

If you ſtill retain thoſe Sentiments of Compaſſion by 


which Britons have ever deen diſtinguiſhed If the Hu- 


manity which tempered the Valour of our common An- 
ceſtors has not degenerared into Cruelty, you will lament 
the Miſeries of their Deſcendants, 

To what are we to attribute this Treatment ? If to any 
ſecret Principle of the Conſtitution, let it be mentioned. 
Let us learn that the Government we have long revered i is 
not without its Defects, and that while it gives Freedom to 
a Part, it n ovens the Remainder of the em- 


Or muſt it * reſolved into wanton Exerciſe 0 * | 
Power? And ſhall the Deſcendants of Britons tamely ſub- 
mit to this Na, Sirs | we never will ; While we revere 
the Memory of our gallant and virtuous Anceſtors, we 
never can furrender thoſe glorious Privileges, for which 
they fought, bled, and conquered, Admit that your fleets | 
could deſtroy our Towns, and rayage our Sea-coaſts'; 
theſe are inconſiderable Objects. Things of no Moment, 
to Men whoſe Boſoms glow with-the Ardour of Liberty. 
We can retire beyond- the Reach of your Navy, and 
without any ſenfible Diminution of the Neceſſaries of 
Life, enjoy a Luxury which from that Period you will 
Want; THE LUXURY of BEING FREE. wo 


"L446? 1 | | 
£ We know the Forceof your arms, and was it called fourth” 
in the Cauſe of Juſtice and your Country, we might dread 
the Exertion. - But will Britons fight under the Banners of 
[Tyranny ? Will they counteract the Labour, and. diſ- 
grace the Victories: of their | Anceſtors? Will they force 
Chains for their Poſterity ? If they deſcend to this unwor- 
' _ thy Taſk, will their Swords retain their edge, their rm 
their accuſtomed Vigour ?—Britons can never become the . 
Inſtruments of Oppreſſion, till they loſe the Spirit of Free- 
dom, by which alone they are invincible. 
Our Enemies charge us with Sedition: In what dats it 
an ? In our Refuſal to ſubmit to unwarrantable Acts 
of Injuſtice and Cruelty ? If fo, ſhew us a Period in your 
N in which you have not been equally ſeditious? 

We are accuſed of aiming at Independence; but how 
is this Accuſation ſupported ? By the Allegations of your 
Miniſters, not by our A&tions.—Abuſed, inſulted and con- 
temned, what Steps have we purſued to obtain Redreſs ? 
We have carried our dutiful Peritions to the Throne ; we 
have applied to your Juſtice for Relief; we have retrenched 
-our Luxury, and withheld our Trade. 

The Advantages of our Commerce were deſigned as a 
Compenſation for your Protection: when ycu ceaſed to 
Nannen. for what were we to compenſate ? 

What has been the Succeſs of our Endeavours ? T he 
C lemency of our Sovereign is unhappily diverted ; our 
Petitions are treated with Indignity; our Prayers anſwered 

by Inſults. - Our Application to you remains unnoticed, 
and leaves us the melancholy Apprehenſion of your want- 
ing either the Will, or the Powers, to aſſiſt us. | 
Even under theſe Circumſtances, - what Meaſures have 
ve taken that betray a Deſire of. Independence? Have we 
called in the aid of thoſe Foreign Powers, who are the Ri- 
vals of your Grandeur ? When your Troops were few and 
defenceleſs, did we take Advantage of their Diſtfeſs and ex- 
pel them our Towns? Or have we permitted them to for- 
tity, to receive new Aid, and to acquire additional Strength? 

Let not your Enemies and ours perſuade you, that in 
this we were influenced by Fear, or any other unworthy 
Motive. The Lives of Britons are ſtill dear to us. They 
are the Children of our Parents; an uninterrupted Inte r- 
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| bd 


/ ðͤ w 


1 


ſhip. When Hoſtilities were commenced, when on a late 


Occaſion, we were wantonly attacked by your Troops, tho 


ue repelled their Aſſaults, and returned their Blows, yet 


we lamented the Wounds they obliged us to give, nor 


have we yet learned to rejoice at a Victory over Engliſnmen. 


As we wiſh not to colour our Actions or diſguiſe our 


Thoughts, we ſhall,” in the ſimple Language of Truth, 


avow the Meaſures we have purſued, the Motives upon 
which we have acted, and our future Deſigns. 
When our late Re to the Throne produced no o- 


ther Effect than freſh Injuries, and Votes of your Legiſla- 


ture, calculated to juſtify every Severity; when your Fleets 


and your Armies were prepared to wreſt from us our Pro- 


perty, to rob us of our Liberties or our Lives; when the 
hoſtile attempts of General Gage evinced his Defigns, we 
levied Armies for our Security and Defence ; when the 


Powers veſted in the Governor of Canada, gave us Rea- 


ſon to apprehend Danger from that Quarter, and we had 
frequent Intimations that a cruel and ſavage Enemy was 
to be let looſe upon the defenceleſs Inhabitants of our 


Frontiers, we took ſuch Meaſures as Prudence dictated, 


as Neceſſity will juſtify. We poſſeſſed ourſelves of Crown 
Point and Ticonder Vet give us leave molt ſolemnly 
to aſſure you, that we have not yet-loſt ſight of the Ob- 
ject we have ever had in View a Reconciliation with you 


on conſtitutional Principles; and a Reſtoration of that 


friendly Intercourſe, which, to the mean of both, ye 


till lately maintained. 


The Inhabitants of this Country apply Aale chiefly 


to Agriculture and Commerce. As their Faſhions and 
Manners are fimilar to yours, your Markets muſt afford 


them the Conveniencies and Luxuries for which they ex- 


change the Produce of their Labours. The Wealth of 
this extended Continent centres with you; and our Trade 
is ſo regulated, as to be ſubſervient only to your Intereſt. 
You are too reaſonable to expect that by Taxes (in Addi- 
tion to this) we ſhould — to your Expence, to 


believe after diverting the Fountain, that _ Streams em 
How with unabated Force. | 


It has been ſaid; that we refuſe to ſybmir che Ne- 


tions on our Commerce. From whence is this Inference”. 
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1 drawn ? Not from our Words ; we have repeatedly "WO 
clared the contrary ; and we again profeſs. our Submiſſion 
to the ſeveral Acts of Trade and Navigation paſſed before 
the Year 1562, truſting nevertheleſs in the Equity and 
Juſtice of Parliament, that ſuch of them as, upon cool 
and impartial Conſideration, ſhall appear to have impoſed 


unneceſſary or grievous Reſtrictions, will, at ſome happier 
Period, be repealed or altered: and we chearfully conſent 
to the Operation of ſuch Acts of the Britiſh Parliament as 


hall be reſtrained to the Regulation of our external Com- 


merce, for the Purpoſe of ſecuring the commercial Advan- 
tages of the whole Empire to the Mother · Country, an 


the commerical Benefits of its reſpective Members, exclu- 


ding every Idea of Taxation, internal or external, for raiſ- 
ing a revenue on the ge in Amercia without their 


Conſent. 


It is alledged chat we contribute nothing to ce common 
Defence; to this we anſwer, That the Advantages which 
Great Britain receives from the Monopoly of. our Trade, 
far exceeds our Proportion of the Expence neceſſary for 


that Purpoſe. But ſhould theſe Advantages be inadequate 
thereto, let the Reſtriction on the Trade be removed, and 


we will chearfully contribute ſuch Fropartion when con- 
ſtitutionally required. 

Itis a fundamental Principle of the Britiſh Conttitation, 
that every Man ſhould have at leaſt a Repreſentative Share 
in the Formation of thoſe Laws by which he is bound: 
Were it otherwiſe, the Regulation of our internal Police 
by a Britiſh Parliament, who are, and ever will be, unac- 
quainted with our local Circumſtances, muſt be always in- 
convenient, and frequently oppreflive, working our Wrong 
without yielding any poſſible advantage to you. 

A Plan of Accommodation (as ithas been ablurdiy called) 
has been propoſed by your Miniſters to our reſpective Aſ- 
ſemblies. Were this Propoſal free from every other Ob- 
Jection but that which ariſes from the Time of the Offer, 
it would not be unexceptionable. Can Men deliberate 
with the Bayonet at the Breaſt? Can they treat with Free- 
dom while their Towns are ſacked; when daily Inſtances 
of Injuſtice and e er the ſlower ys | 
-ofReaſon? 1+) | 


15 E 
If this Propoſal is really ſuch as you ſhould offer and 


we accept, Why was it delayed till the Nation was put to 
uſeleſs Expence, and we were reduced to our preſent me- 


lancholy Situations? If it holds forth nothing, why was it 


propoſed! Unleſs indeed to deceive you into a Belief that 


we were unwilling to liſten to any Terms of Accommoda- 


tion. But what is ſubmitted to our Conſideration? We 
contend for the Diſpoſal of our Property; we are told, 


that our Demand is unreaſonable; that our Aſſemblies 


may indeed collect our Money, but that they muſt at the 
ſame Time offer, not what your Exigencies or ours may 
require, but ſo much as ſhall be deemed ſufficient to ſatisfſ 
the Deſires of a Miniſter, and enable him to provide for 


Favourites and Dependants (a Recurrence to yuur own. 


Treaſury will cqnvince you how little of the Money al- 
ready extorted from us has been applied to the Relief of 


your Burthens.) To ſuppoſe that we would thus graſp the 


Shadow and give up theSubſtance, is adding InfulttoInuries. - 


We have, nevertheleſs, again preſented an humble and 
dutiful Petition to our Sovereign; and to remove every 
Imputation of Obſtinacy, have requeſted his ag” to 
direct ſome Mode by which the united Applications of his 
faithful Coloniſts may be improved into a happy and 1 - 
manent Reconciliation. We are willing to treat on ſuch. 
terms as can alone render an Accommodation laſting; and 
we flatter ourſelves, that our pacific Endeayours will be 
attended with a Removal of the Troops; a Repeal of 
thoſe Laws, of the Operation of which we complain on 
the one Part, and a Diſſolution of our Army and com- 
mercial Aſſociation on the other. _ 5 

Yet conęlude not from this that we propoſe to ſurrender” 
our Property into the Hands of your Miniſtry, or veſt 
your Parliament with a Power which may terminate in 
our Deſtruction. The great Bulwarks of our Conſtitu- 
tion we have deſired to maintain by every temperate, by 
evety peaceable Means; but your Miniſters, equal Foes 


to Britiſh and American Freedom, have added to their 
former Oppreffions an Attempt to reduce us by the Sword 
to a baſe and abje& Submiſſion. On the Sword therefore 
we are compelled to rely for Protection, though ſhould 
Victory declare in your Favour, yet Men trained up to 


* 
. 4 


* 2 


Arms from their Infancy, and animated by the Love of 
Liberty, will afford neither a cheap or eaſy Conqueſt, - 
Of this at leaſt we are aſſared, that our Struggle will be 
glorious, our Succeſs certain, ſince even in Death we ſhall 
find that Freedom which in Life you forbid! us to enjoy. 
Let vs now aſk what Advantages are to attend our Re- 
duction ? The Trade of a ru ned and deſolate Country is 
always inconſiderable; its Revenue trifling ; the Expence 
of Subjection and retaining it in Subjection certain and 


inevitable. What then remains but the Gratifications of 
an ill judged Pride, or the Hope of rendering us ſub- 
ſervient to Deſigns on your Liberty. 


Soldiers who have ſheathed their Swords in the Bowels 
of their American Brethren, will not draw them with more 


Reluctande againſt you. When too late you may lament 


the Loſs of that Freedom, which we exhort you, while 


till in your Power, to preſerye,——On the other Hand, 


ſhould you, prove unſucceſsful ; ſhould that Connection 


which we moſt ' ardently with to maintain be diffolved ; 


ſhould your Miniſters exhauſt your Treaſures ; waſte the 
Blood of your Countrymen in vain Attempt on our Li- 
berty, do they not deliver you weak and defenceleſs 
to your natural Enemies? Since thence your Li- 
berty muſt be the Price of your Victories, your Ruin of 
your Defeat, what hlind Fatality can urge you to a Pur- 
ſuit deſtructiye of all that Britons hold dear 

If you have no Regard to the Connection that has for 
Ages ſubſiſted between us; if you have forgot the Wounds 
we received fighting by your Side for the Extention of the 
Empire; if our Commerce is an Object below your Con- 
fideration ; if Juſtice and Humanity have loſt their In- 
fluence qr your Hearts, ſtill Matives are not wanting to 
excite your Indignation at the Meaſures now purſued ; 
your Wealth, your Honour, your Liberty are at ſtake. 

_ Notwithſtanding the Diſtreſs to which we are reduced, 
we ſometimes forget our own Afﬀictions to anticipate and 
ſympathize in yours. Wegrieve that raſh and inconfiderate 
Councils ſhould precipitate the Deſtruction of an Empire, 
which has been the Envy and Admiration of Ages; and 
call God to witneſs; that we would part with our 35 
endanger our Lives, and ſacrifice every thing but Liberty 

r n 00. FM 1 to 


E ] Wo 
to redeem you from Ruin. A Cloud bapgs 0 over your | 
Heads and ours; ere this reaches you, it may probably 
have burſt upon us ; let us then (before the Remembrance 
of former Kindneſs is obliterated ) once more repeat thoſe 
Appellations which are ever grateful in our Ears, Let 
us entreat Heaven to avert our Ruin, and the Deſtruction 
that threatens our Friends, Brethren, and Countrymen on 
the other Side of the Atlantic, 2 

By Order of the Coral rg 
JOHN HANCOCK, Preſident. * 
Atteſted by _ . 


CruarLes THOMSON, Secretary. . 
Philadelphia, July „ 
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Thbe following is a true Copy of the Petition from the 
General Congreſs in America to his Majeſty, Which we 
delivered to Lord Dartmouth the Firſt of this Month, and 
to which, his Lordſhip laid no Anſwer would be given,“ 


Sept. 4, 177 5 ny RICHARD PENN, 
ARTHUR LEE. 
To the KING's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY: 4 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, 85 een 


E your Majeſty's faithful Subjects of Ti Colonies 
of New Hampſhire, Mafſachuſetts Bay, Rhode 
Iſland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Counties of News 
caſtle, Kent and Suſſex in Delaware, Maryland; "Yugo 


C2 144d] North. 


® A 85 of this Petition was ent by Richatd Yes and Arthur 3 
Eſquires, to the Earl of Dartmouth, Secretary of State for America, the 
twenty-ſecond of Auguſt 1775, who was requeſted to let thoſe Gentlemen 
know, when he would he pleaſed to be waited on with the Original, that 
it 1 be delivered to his Majeſty, 

ter ſeveral Days had elapſed, they were a pointed to attend his Lord- 

Ac; which they did accordingly, and were then We to a ſecond and 
+ third appointment, before it was received. 

It is pr Pye to obſerve that his Majeſty laſt year, gave an Anſwer to the 
Petition © ch 


he Continental Contreſa, whic TY e in i the | 
ow manner as the * Couggels. _—_— 4% 1 
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| North and South Carolina, in behalf of ourſelves and the 
| Inhabitants of theſe Colonies, who have deputed us to re- 
- Preſent them in general Congreſs, entreat your Majeſty's 
gracious Attention to this our humble Petition. 
L' be Union between our Mother Country and theſe Cou- 
lonies, and the Energy of mild and juſt Government, pro- 
duced Benefits ſo remarkably important, and afforded fuch _ 
Aſſurance of their Permanency and Increaſe, that theWon- 
der and Envy of other 'Nations were excited, while they 
beheld Great Britain rifing to a Power the moſt extraor- 
dinary the World had ever known, Her Rivals obſerving 
that there was no Probability of this happy ConneCtion 
being broken by Civil Diſſentions, and apprehending its 
future Effects, if left any longer undiſturbed, reſolved to 
prevent her receiving ſo continual and formidable an-Ac- 
ceſhon'of Wealth and Strength, by checking the Growth 
of theſe Settlements, from which they were to be derived. 
In the Proſecution of this Attempt, Events ſo unfavour- 
able to the Deſign took place, that every Friend to the In- 
tereſt of Great Britain and theſe Colonies, entertained plea- 
fing and reaſonable Expectations of ſeeing an additional 
force and Extention immediately given to the Operations 
of the Union hitherto. experienced, by an Enlargement of 
the Dominions of the Crown, and the Removal of antient 
and warlike Enemies to a greater Diſtancde. 
At the Concluſion, therefore, of the late War, the moſt 
glorious and advantageous that ever had been carried on 
by Britiſh Arms, your loyal Colonies, having contributed to 
its Succeſs by ſuch repeated and ſtrenuous Exertions as 
frequently procured them the- diſtinguiſhed Approbation 
of your Majeſty, of the late King, and of Parliament, 
doubted not but that they fhould be permitted with the 
Reſt of the Empire, to ſhare in the Bleſſings of Peace, and 
the Emoluments of Victory and Conqueſt; While theſe 
recent and honourable Acknowledgements of their Merits 
remained on Record in the Journals and Acts of that 
auguſt Legiſlature, the Parliament, undefaced by the Im- 
putation, or even the Suſpicion, of any Offence, they were 
alarmed by a new Syſtem of Statutes and Regulations, a- 
dapted for the Adminiſtration of the Colonies, that filled 
their Minds with the moſt painful Fears and Jealouſies 8 
| an 
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and, to their inexpreſſible Aſtoniſhment;'*percerv the 
Dangers of a toreign Quarrel quickly fucceeded by do- 
meſtie Dangers in their Judgment of a more dreadful Kind. 
No r were their Anxieties alleviated by any ende 
in this Sy ſtem to promote the Welfare of the Mother Coun- 
try: for though its Effects were more immediately felt by 
them, yet its Influence appeared to be injurious to the 
Commerce and Proſperity of Great Britain. 
We ſhall decline the ungrateful aſk of deſcribing the 
irkfome Variety of Artifices practiſed by many of your 
Majeſty's Miniſters, - the delulive Pretences, fruitleſs Ter- 
rors, and unavailing Severities, whieh have from Time to 
Time been dealt out by them in their Attempts to exe- 
cute this impolitic Plan, or of tracing through a Series of 
| Years paſt, the Progreſs of the unhappy Differences be- 
tween Great Britain and theſe Colonies, which have flowed 
from this fatal Source. Your Majeſty's Miniſters perſever- 
ing in their Meaſures, and proceeding to open. Hoſtilities 
for enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in our 
own Defence, and have engaged us in 4 Controverſy fo 
peculiarly abhorrent from the Affections of your ſtilł faith- 
ful Coloniſts, that when we eonſider whom we muſt op- 
poſe in this Conteſt, and if it continues; what may be the 
Conſequence ; our on particular Misfortunes are ac- 
counted by us only as Parts of our Diſtrefs. is 
Knowing to what violent Reſentments and incurable 
Animoſities civil Diſcords are apt to exaſperate and inflame 
the contending Patties, we think ourſelves required by in- 
diſpenſable Obligations to Almighty God, to your Ma- 
Jeſty, to our Fellow Subjects, and ourſelves, immediately 
to uſe all the Means in our Power, not incompatible with 
our Safety, for ſtopping the further Effuſion of Blood, and 
for averting the impending Calamities that chreaten the 
Britiſh Empire. Thus called upon to addreſs your Majeſty 
on Affairs of ſuch Moment to America, and probably to 
all your Dominions, we are earneſtly deſirous of perform 
ing this Office with rhe Uto Deference to your Ma- 
jeſty; and we therefore pray that your Royal Magnani- 
mity and Benevolence may make the moſt favourable Con- 
ſtructions of our Expreſſions on fo uncommon an Oc- 
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Could we repreſent, in their full Force, the Sentiments 
which agitate the Minds of us, your dutiful Subjects, we 
are ' perſuaded your Majeſty would aſcribe any ſeeming 
Deviation from Reverence, in our Language, and even in 
our Conduct, not to any reprehenſible Intention, but to 
the Impoſſibility of reconciling the uſual Appearances of 
Reſpect with a juſt Attention to our Preſervation againſt 
thoſe artful and cruel Enemies, who abuſe your Royal 
Confidence and Authority for the Purpoſe of effeRing our 
Deſtruction. . | e | 1 10 45 1 270 
Attached to your Majeſty's Perſon, Family and Govern- 
ment, with all the Devotion that Principle and Affection 
Tan inſpire, connected with Great Britain by the ſtrongeſt 
Ties that can unite Societies, and deploring every Event 
that tends in any Degree to weaken them, we ſolemnly 
aſſure your Majeſty that we not only moſt ardently defire 
the former Harmony between her and theſe Colonies may 
be reſtored, but that a Concord may be eſtabliſhed between 
them upon ſo firm a Baſis as to perpetuate its Bleſſings 
uninterrupted by any future Diſſentioſis to ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations in both Countries; and to tranſmit your Ma- 
jeſty's Name to Poſterity, adorned with that fignal and 
laſting Glory that has attended the Memory of thoſe il- 
luſtrious Perſonages, whoſe Virtues and Abilities have 
extricated States from dangerous Convulſions, and by ſe- 
curing Happineſs to others, have erected the moſt noble 
and durable Monuments to their own Fame. 1 
Me beg Leave further to aſſure your Majeſty, that not- 
withſtanding the Sufferings of your loyal Coloniſts, during 
the Courſe of the preſent Controverſy, our Breaſts retain * 
too tender a Regard for the Kingdom from which we de- 
rive our Origin, to requeſt ſuch a Reconciliation as might 
in any Manner be inconſiſtent with her Dignity or her 
Welfare. Theſe, related as we are to her, Honour and 
Duty, as well as Inclination, induce us to ſupport and ad- 
vance; and the Apprehenfions that now oppreſs our 
Hearts with unſpeakable Grief being once removed, your 
Majeſty will find your faithful Subjects on this Continent, 
ready and willing, at all Times, as they have ever been, 
with their Lives and Fortunes, to affert and maintain the 
Rights and Intereſts of your Majeſty and of our Mother 
Country. We 


: A | 

We therefore beſeech your Majeſty, that your Royal 
Authority and Influence may be graciouſly interpoſed; . 
to procure us Relief from our atflicting Fears and Jea» 

louſies, occafioned by the Syſtem before mentioned, and 
to ſettle Peace through every Part of your Dominions; 
with all Humility ſubmitting to your Majeſty's wife Con- 
ſideration, whether it may not be expedient, for facilitat- 
ing theſe important Purpoſes, that your Majeſty be pleaſ- 
ed to direct ſome Mode by which the united Applications 
of your faithful Coloniſts to the Throne, in Purſuance 
of their common Councils, may be improved into a happy 
and permanent Reconciliation; and that in the mea 
Time Meaſures be taken for preventing the further De- 
ſtruction of the Lives of your Majeſty's Subjects, and 
that ſuch Statutes as more immediately diſtreſs any of 
your Majeſty's Colonies be repealed. For by ſuch Ar- 
rangements, as your-Majelty's Wiſdom can form, for col- 


lecting the united Senſe of your American People, we 


are convinced your Majeſty would receive ſuch fatisfaCtory 
Proofs of the Diſpoſition of the Coloniſts toward their 
Sovereign and the Lare. State, that the wiſhed for Op- 
portunity would ſoon be reſtored to them, af evincing the 
Rinceriey of their Profeſſions, by every Teftimony of De- 
votion becoming the moſt dutiful Subjects, and the moſt 
* 9 J 5 
That your Majeſty may enjoy a long and proſperous 
Reign, and that your 4 — 1 the Do» 
minions, with Honour to themſelves and Happineſs tg 
their Subjects, is pur fincere and fervent Prayer,” 


| JOHN HANCOCK. 
Colony of New Hampſhire. | Rhode und. 


John Langdon Stephen Hopkins 
Thomas Cuſhing Samuel Ward 
: Eliphalet Dyar 
Maſſachuſetts Bay. Coos yours 
Samuel Adams Connecticut. 
V Roger Sher man 
Robert Treat Paine Silas Dean 


New 
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New York 


| 110 11:4 008 | 


ames Duane 
ohn Alſop ' 


rancis Lewis 


John Jay 


Robert Leyingſton 3 jun, 


Lewis Morris 
William Floyd | 
VN Winſer 


" New Jerſey. 
William Levingſton 
John Deharts 


Richard Smith 


| Peiniloania, 7 
Jahy Dickenſon _ 
njamin Franklin 
George Roſs | 
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harles Humphreys 
Edward Biddle 


Daene Counties. 
Cæſar Rodney - © 
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George Read 
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"Maryland. | 
Matthew Tilghman 
' William Pace 


Ml Sampel Chafe 


Thomas Stone 
Virginia. 


T Henry, 3 jun. 
R. Henry Lee. 
Edmond Fendleton 
Benjamin Harriſon | 
Thomas Jefferſon 
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William Hooper 
Joſeph Hewes 


| 8 onth Carolina. | 


Henry Middletoy 
Thomas Lynch 


| Chiiſtopher Gadſden 


| * Rutlege | N 


| | Earn | Rutlege | 


Thomas Johnſon, jun. wy 
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From the Derzcarts: pp | 
of New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts Bay, Rhode fand, 
and Providence Plantations, Connefticut, New York, 
New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the Lower Counties on De- 
aware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina and South _ 
Carolina, in General Congreſs at Philadelphia. 


S the important conteſt into which we have been 
A driven, is now become intereſting to every European 
| tare, and particularly affects the members of the Britiſh * 
empire, we think it our duty to addreſs you on the fubje&t. 

We are defirous, as is natural to injured innocence, of 
1 the good opinion of the virtuous and humane. 
We are peculiarly defirous of furniſhing you with a true 
Nate of our motives and objects, the better to enable uu 
to judge of our own conduct with accuracy, and deter- 
mine the merits of the controverſy with impartiality and 
preciſion, V oy 1 
However incredible it may appear, that, at this en- 
lightened period, the leaders of a nation, which in every 
age has ſacrificed hecatombs of her braveſt patriots. on the 
altar of Liberty, ſhould preſume gravely to aſſert, and 


” 


by force of arms attempt to eſtabliſh an arbitrary ſway 


over the lives, liberties, and property of their fellow-ſub. 
jets in America; it is nevertheleſs a moſt deporable and 
indiſputable truth. *© "TREES, n, 
Theſe | Colonies have, from the time of their firſt ſet- 
tlement, for near two centuries, peaceably enjoyed thoſe. . 
very rights of which the Miniſtry have, for ten years paſt, 
endeayoured by fraud and by violence to deprive them. 
At the concluſion of the laſt war, the Genius of England, 
and the ſpirit of wiſdom, as if offended at the ungrate- 
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counſels, and left that nation a Joey ey to a race of Mis 
ho 


niſters, with whom ancient Engli neſty and benevo- 
lence diſdained to dwell; From that period, jealobſy, 
diſcontent, oppreſſion, and diſcord, Pg raged among 
all his | Majeſty's ſubjects, and filled, every (Pa, of bis 
dominions with diſtreſs and complaint. 

Not content with our purchaſing of Britain at ber 
own price, cloathing, and a thouſand other articles uſed 
by near three millions of people on this vaſt continent ; 

not ſatisfied with the. amazing profits ariſing from the 
monopoly of our trade, without giving us either time to 
breathe, after a long, though glorious war, or the leaſt 
credit for the, blood and treaſure we have expended in it ; 
notwithſtanding the zeal we had manifeſted for the ſer- 
vice of our Sovereign, and the warmeſt attachment to 
the conſtitution of Britain, and the people of England, 
A black and horrid deſign was formed, to convert us from 
ffteemen into ſlaves, from 5 into vaffals, and from 
| fende into enemies. | 

- Taxes, for the firſt Ia ünge we landed on the American 

Kore, were without our conſent, im poſed upon us; an 

unconſtitutional edict to compel us to furniſh neceſſaries 
for a ſtanding army, that we wiſhed to ſee diſbanded, 

was iſſued; and the legiſlature of New York ſuſpended 
9 refuſing to comply with it.— Our ancient and ineſti- 
mable right of trial by Jury, was, in many inſtances, 
abalihed 3 and the common law of the land made to 
give place to Admiralty juriſdictions, Judges were ren- 
deted, by the tenure of their commiſſions, entirely de- 
ndent on the will of a Minifter, New crimes were ar- 
4 itrarily created; and new courts, unknown to the con- 
ſtitution, inſtituted. —Wicked and infidious Governors 
have been ſet over us; and dutiful petitions for the re- 

-moyal , of even the notoriouſly infamous Governor 

, were branded with the opprobrious appel - 
lation of ſcandalous and defamatory, Hardy attempts | 
have been made under colour of parliamentary authority 

1 ſeize Americans, and carry them to Great. Britain to 

pe tried, for offences committed i in the Colonies —An- . | 
e Charter have no longer remained ſacred—that of = ' 
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the Maſſachuſetts Bay was, violated, and their form of 
government effentially mutilated, and transformed On 


pretence of puniſhing a violation of ſome private pro- 


7 . 


| perty, committed by a few, diſguiſed indi viduals, the 
populous and flouriſhing town of Boſton was ſurrounded 


by... fleets and armies; its trade deſtroyed-; its ports 
blocked up; and thirty thouſand citizens ſubjected to 
all the miſeries attending ſo ſudden a convulſion in their 
commercial metropolis; and to remove every obſtacle 
to the rigorous execution of this ſyſtem of oppteſſion, 
an act of Parliament was paſſed, evidently calculated to 
indemnify thoſe who might, in the proſecution of it, 


even embrue their hands in the blood of the inhabitants. 
Though preſſed by ſuch an accumulation of unde - 
ſerved injuries, America ſtill remembered her duty to her 
Sovereign.— A Congreſs, conſiſting of Deputies from 
twelve United Colonies, aſſembled. They in the moſt 
reſpectful terms laid their grievances. at the foot of the 
Throne, and implored his Majeſty's interpoſition in their 
behalf.—They alſo agreed to ſuſpend all trade with Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt-Indies, hoping, by this 
peaceable mode of oppoſition, to obtain that juſtice from 
the Britiſh Miniftry, which had been ſo long ſolicited 
in vain.—And here permit us to aſſüre you, that it Was 
with the utmoſt reluctance we could prevail upon our- 
ſelves, to ceaſe our commercial connection with your 
iſland. —Your Parliament had done us no wrong.—Yoru 
had. ever been friendly to the rights of mankind ; and 
we acknowledge with pleaſure, and with gratitude, that 
your nation has produced patriots, who have nobly diſ- 
tinguiſhed them in the cauſe of humanity and 
America. On the other hand, we were not ignorant, 
that the labour and manufactures of Ireland, like thoſe 
of the filk-worm, were of little moment to herſelf, but 
ſerved only to give luxury to thoſe who neither toil nor 
pin. We perceived, that if we continued our commerce 
with you, our agreement not to import from Britain 
would be fruitleſs ; and were therefore compelled to adopt 
a meaſure, to which nothing but abſolute neceſſity could 
have reconciled us. —It gave us, however, ſome conſo- 
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laign to. reflect, that ſhould it oceafion much difireſs, | 
the fertile regions of America would afford you a fafe 
aſylum from poverty, and in time from ee ald — 
an aſylum, in which many thouſands of your country- 
men have found hoſpitality, peace, and. affluence, and 
become united to us by all the ties of confanguinity, 
mutual intereſt and affection. Nor did the Congreſs ſtop 
here.—Flattered by a E that the ju - 
tice and humanity which had ſo long characteriſed the 
Engliſh nation, would, on proper application afford us 
relief, they repreſented their grievances in an affectionate 
addreſs to their brethren in Britain, and intreated their 
aid and interpoſitien in behalf of theſe Colonies. 
The more fully to evince their reſpect for their So- 
vereign, the unhappy people of Boſton were requeſted 
by the Congreſs to ſubmit with patience to their fate; 
and all America united in a reſolution to abſtain from 
every ſpecies of violence. During this period, that de- 
voted. town ſuffered unſpeakably.— Its inhabitants were 
9 and their property violated. —Still' relying on 
he clemeney and; juſtice of his Majeſty and the nation, 
they permitted a few regiments to take poſſeſſion of their 
town, to ſurround it with fortifications, and to cut off 
all intercourſe between them and their friends in the 


With anxious expectation did all America wait the 
event of their petition. — All America laments its fate. 
Their Prince was deaf to their complaints ; and vain were 
all attempts to iniÞrefs him with a ſenſe of the ſufferings 
of his American fubjects; of the cruelty of their 7% 
Maſters, and of ahe many Plagues which impended over 
his dominions. + Inſtead- of directions for a candid en- 
quiry into our grievances, inſult was added to oppreſſion, 
and our lohig forbearance rewarded with the imputation 
of.cowardice. Our trade with foreign ſtates was prohi- 
bired, and an act of parliament paſſed to prevent our even 
fiſhing on our own coaſts. Our peaceable aſſemblies, for 
the purpoſe of conſulting the common ſafety, were de- 
clared ſeditious; and our afferting the very rights which 
placed the Crown of Great-Britain on the heads of — 
0 „ | | | taree 


tt BET. 5 
xccefſive princes of the Houſe of an filed 
| rebatliohs” Orders were given to re-inforce the troops in 
America. The wild and barbarous ſavages of the wilder- 
neſs have been ſolicited by gifts, to take up the hatchet a- 
gainſt us; and inſtigated to deluge our ſettlements with 
the blood of] innocent and defenceleſs women and children. 
be whole country was moreover alarmed with the ex- 
ted horrors of domeſtic inſurrections. Refinements 
n parental cruelty, at which the Genius of Britain 
pol bluſh ! Refinements which admit not of being even 
recited without horror, or practiſed without infamy ! We 
ſhould be happy, were theſe dark machinations the mere 
3 of ſuſpicion.— We are forry to declare, that 
are poſſeſſed of the moſt nn and curable evi- 

A of their realit p. 

The Miniſtry, bent on pulling Fe the billars of the 
conſtitution, endeavoured to eret᷑t the ſtandatd · of deſpo- 
tiſm in America; and if ſucceſsful, Britain und Ireland” 
may ſhudder at the conſequences! 

Three of their moſt: experienced | nd, are wat 
to wage war with their fellow ſubjects, and America is a- 
mazed to find the name of Howe in the catalogue of her 

enemics- ——— She loved his brother.“ 

Deſpairing of driving the Colonies to reſiſtance by any 
ect means, than actual hoſtility, a detachment of the 
army at Boſton marched into the country in all the array 
of war; and unprovoked, fired upon, and killed ſeveral 
of the inhabitants—The neighbouring farmers. ſuddenly 
aſſembled and repelled the attack. From this all com- 
munieation between the town and country was intercepted 
— The citizens petitioned the Geyeral for permiſſion to 
leave the town, and he promiſed on ſurrendering their 
arms, to permit them to depart with their other effects. 
They accordingly ſurrendered their arms, and the Gene- 
ral violated his faith. Under various pretences, paſſports 
were delayed and denied; and many thouſands of the in- 
habitants are at this day confined in the toten in the ut- 
moſt wretchedneſs and want. The lame, the blind and 
the fick, have indeed been turned out into the neighbour- | 


* The People of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, have erefted a Monument in 
Weltminiter Abbey to his 8 
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have eſcaped from the town, Ty: nn to the 05 — | 
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cent ſhores, *-, - 


_ - The war: n this began on the part 8 General 
Gage troops, the country armed and embodied. The 


reinforcements from Ireland ſoon after arrived; a vigo- * 


rous attack was then made upon the Provincials. In their. 
march, the troops ſurrounded the town of Charlestown, 
conſiſting of about four hundred houſes, then recently 
abandoned to eſcape the fury of a releatleſs ſoldiery.—— 
Having plundered the houſes they ſet fire to the town, and 
reduced it to aſhes. To this wanton waſte of property, 
unknown to civilized nations, they were prompted, the 
better to conceal their approach under cover of the ſmoak, 
A ſhocking mixture of cowardice and cruelty, which then 
firſt tarniſhed the luſtre of the Britiſh arms, when aimed at 
a brother's breaſt! But bleſſed de God, they were reſtrained 
from committing farthec ravages, by. the loſs of a very 
confiderable part of their army, including many of their 

moſt experienced officers.— The loſs of the inh N was 

inconſiderable. 

Compelled therefore to behold thoula 0 of our coun» 
trymen impriſoned, and men, women, and children in. 
volved in promiſcuous and unmerited miſery When 
we find all faith at an end, and ſacred treaties turned 
into tricks of ſtate When we perceive our friends and 
kinſmen maſſacred, our habitations plundred, our houſes 
in flames, and their once happy inhabitants fed only 


by the hand of charity Who can blame us for en- 


deavouring to reſtrain the progreſs of deſolation ?>—Who 
can cenſure our repelling the attacks of ſuch a barbarous 
band? Who, in ſuch circumſtances, would not obey the 
great, the univerſal, the divine law of ſelf-· preſervation? 
Though vilified as wanting ſpirit, we are determined to 
behave like men. Though inſulted and abuſed, we wiſh 
for reconciliation.— Though defamed as ſeditious, we are 
ready to obey the laws. And though charged with rebel - 
lion, will ly bleed in defence of our ſovereign in a 
righteous cauſe.— What more can we ſay, what more can 


_» we offer! 
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| repeatedly made, not for p . | 
|  - *mours, but for the humble boon of being permitted to 
"poſſeſs the-fruits of honeſt induſtry, and to enjoy that de- 
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hleſſed with an indiſſoluble union, with a variety of in- 
, _ ternal reſourſes, and with a firm reliance on the juſtice of 
| the Supreme Diſpoſer of all human events, we have no 
doubt of rifing ſuperior to all the machinations of evil and 
abandoned Miniſters. We already anticipate the golden 
period, when Liberty, with all the gentle arts of peace 
and humanity, ſhall eftabliſh her mild dominion in this 
7 | weſtern world; and erect eternal monuments to the me- 
mory of thoſe virtuous patriots and martyrs, who ſhall 
N - , have fought, bled, and ſuffered in her cauſm. 
Accept our moſt grateful acknqwledgments' for the 
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2 * — 


friendly diſpoſition you have always ſhewn towards us 
We know that you are not without your grievances We 
ſympathize with you in your diſtreſs, and are pleaſed to 
find that the defign of ſubjugating us, has perſuaded ad- / 
miniſtration to diſpenſe to Ireland ſome vagrant rays f 
miniſterial ſunſhine—Even the tender mercies of governn 
ment have long been cruel towards you In the rich pa. 
tures of Ireland, many hungry parricides have fed and 
| .._ . grown ſtrong to labour in its deſtruction- We hope the 
Patient abiding of the meek may not always be forgottenz 
and God grant that the iniquitous ſchemes of extirpatig 
 Jbertyfrom the Britiſh empire may be ſoon defeated i= 
Butñ we ſhould be wanting to ourſelves—we ſhould be 
perfidious to poſterity—we ſhould be unworthy that an- 
_ »- ceftry from which we derive our deſcent, ſhould we fub- * * 
mit with folded arms to military butchery and depreda- + _ 
35 tion, to gratify the lordly ambition, or fate the avarice _ 
. of a Britiſh Miniſtry. In defence of our perſons and pro- 
1 perties, under actual violation, we have taken up arms 
When that violence ſhall be removed, and hoſtiliries ceaſe 
on the part of the aggreſſors, they ſhall ceaſe on our out 
; V 1225 Alle 
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